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	Title: Radon in Rural Colorado: The Not so Noble Gas
	School: Dolores High School    Dolores, CO
	Sponsor: Dave Hopcia
	Abstract: This project was designed to test the effect of elevation, age of construction, and area on the radon content of homes. The homeowners’ knowledge of radon and its mitigation prior to the experiment was also tested. To accomplish this, radon tests were provided to any willing member of the community. These radon tests were accompanied by a short survey and the human informed consent form. The survey contained questions about the home, the homeowner’s prior experience with radon, and their preference for knowing the results. The tests were collected from participants and mailed to the testing facility. The results of these tests revealed a correlation between age of construction and radon levels, however, elevation was not shown to have any effect. The hypothesis that most participants would have no knowledge of radon was correct, with over 80% being unaware of its effects. This experiment showed that overall, radon levels in Montezuma County are within acceptable parameters but still evident in most homes and the majority of individuals have little to no knowledge of radon and its harmful effects. 
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