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Abstract

Average daily gain means a lot in the cattle industry. Cattle ranchers want to see smaller calves
weighing 65-90 pounds at birth and then gaining a ton of weight between birth and sell point. As
Ranchers, we want the calves to gain the most weight possible between weaning (October) and the
sale. So, we started researching different ways to ensure healthy weight gain. At first, we didn’t find
anything too interesting but as we pushed into deeper research, we soon found out that water
efficiency makes a huge difference in average daily gain. Water makes up around 50% of a cow’s
body weight, so it is important that the water is high quality. We also discovered that a growing or
finishing calf needs to have 2 gallons of water per 100 pounds of body weight. In our project, we
debated whether or not genetics affect the cattle's weight or their water quality.
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