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	Title: Are Polymers the Answer?
	School: Walsh Junior High School
	Sponsor: D'Lanee Hutches
	Abstract: The goal of this project is to determine if adding polymers to the soil when planting crops could increase their yield potential without using more water. If successful this could have implication worldwide, allowing people to grow more food in dryer climates and helping with food shortage problems around the globe.
To test this hypothesis, I added polymers to the soil of both dryland sorghum and irrigated corn. After monitoring, measuring, and weighing plants from both test plots and comparing them to plants from a control group in the same field, I determined that the polymer infusion did increase the yield potential for both dryland sorghum as well as for irrigated corn. The weight of the grain per plant in both test groups was higher than the weight per plant in each control group. These results are exciting and could potentially be used to help with food shortage by allowing farmers in dryer climates to grow more food.
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