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Abstract (250 words or less):

Cluster Analysis has been used for decades to study consumer behavior and marketers have
relied on this framework to segment, target, and position products and services to their market. This
approach prompts the following questions: If the cluster analysis framework can be used to study
consumer behavior, can it be used to study voter behavior, not at the individual level, but as distinct
groups? Do these group behaviors change over time and if so, how? This study addresses these
questions for the case of the Colorado presidential elections using publicly available, county-level
elections data for the period 2000-2020 from the MIT Election and Data Science Lab. It does not use
pre-election or exit-polling survey data as the emphasis has been on using objective, official data
sources for the analysis. Using the MIT dataset and the cluster analysis framework, the analysis is
able to answer questions like: Did the 2004 elections in Colorado foreshadow the electoral shift in the
2008 elections in Colorado? Why did Mrs. Clinton win the 2016 elections in Colorado even though the
Republican voters in many Republican counties of Colorado voted overwhelmingly against her?
Although the analysis framework uses limited data and is simple, it still provides deep insights into
voter behavior and how certain other factors might have played a role in election outcomes. Therefore
it can be used as a general framework for analyzing election outcomes in other states or in other
contexts, and to address sampling issues in pre-poll surveys. An interesting offshoot of the current
study is the surprising insight into election outcomes in Maricopa County in Arizona in 2020.
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