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Abstract (250 words or less):

Question: Can people bias themselves?

Independent Variable: Color and flavor, Dependent Variable: Perception of taste

Hypothesis: If people convince themselves that a color matches a flavor they will taste that flavor
because of self bias.

Our prediction is that the flavor that people say they will taste will be what they taste. This is because
they will convince themselves of that flavor by saying it before tasting it, biasing themselves.
Methods:

1) Make 3 batches of different flavor and color cupcakes

2) Give to 9 different people, ask what flavor they think it is

3) Have them taste cupcakes

5) Record Data

6) Analyze data

7) Conclude Data

Constants: Sweet Tooth Fairy cake mix, 1 ¥z cup of sunflower oil, 1 5/8 cup of room temperature
water, flavor 7 drops, color 13 red, 3 brown for red, 5 brown for brown, O for plain, cooling time 10
minutes, size of cupcakes regular, script

As you can see in our data, participants convinced themselves of flavor. Of 27 flavored cupcakes,
flavors were guessed correctly based on taste. As you can see in our data, out of 27 cupcakes, only 3
cupcake’s flavors were guessed correctly. 11 cupcakes’ flavors were guessed based on what they
were expected to taste like. For cupcake #3, no one tasted what they expected, or the actual flavor.
This supports our hypothesis.

Our experiment helps people by introducing people to their inherent biases.
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