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Title of Project: Aré You Positive You're Positive

Finalist's Name: Catherine Deacon (Catie)
School and City: Sargent Junior High School Monte Vista

Sponsor's Name: Terri Rae Paulson

Category:Biomedical & Health Sciences Division: Junior (6th - 8th grades)

Abstract (250 words or less):

COVID has sparked multiple problems in the workforce. One of the unforeseen problems is workers
doctoring their COVID test results so they can stay home. | wondered if this actually could happen and
how they would do it. Throughout the duration of my project, | have seen many ways in which you can
make a COVID test give the result of a false positive. The most effective way to get a false positive
result is by not adding the activation solution that is given with the tests. This causes the Ph levels of
the test to act out and give the result of a false positive. This information was gathered from Trial 1
where all testing was done without the activation solution. In Trial 2 all directions and protocols were
followed and the required activation solution was added. This resulted in all of the tests coming out
with a more accurate result of all the tests being negative. In conclusion, if | were to do this experiment
again | would test more items and check the Ph levels of the drinks to further expand my research on
why those certain liquids would come out with a stronger false positive result than the rest.

I hereby certify that the above statements are correct and the information provided in the Abstract is the result of one
year’s research. I also attest that the above properly reflects my own work.

Finalist's Signature: Date:

In addition, all students must complete the ISEF Student Checklist (1A), Research Plan, Approval Form (1B), and Checklist for Adult Sponsor (1), and any
other ISEF forms required for this type of project. See the International Rules and Guidelines for form requirements. Return COPIES of all of these
forms to your Regional Fair Director with your Finalist Verification/Permission Form. A signed copy of this form must be included in your notebook.
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