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	Title: The Effects of Peer Pressure in Social Media 
	School: Skyview Academy, Highlands Ranch
	Sponsor: Javier Negron
	Abstract: Social media is a powerful resource. It has pros for communication, but at the same time it can have a negative impact on individuals' lives. Through social media many may experience bullying, exposure to bullies, distractions, unrealistic views of many other’s lives, and much more. The question is: “Will negative and positive comments influence the behavior of following comments?” Experimentation will be based upon how peer pressure can affect the outcome of reactions and comments to a post, thus serving as a foundation for understanding the impact of media and its effects on crowd behavior. One comment could potentially start a chain reaction for future comments. Through day to day life many use social media and watch similar posts that have comments with completely different meanings. Is there an actual reason for this, or is it purely coincidental? Experimentation of this and the anonymity behind screens can provide us with documentation on how to further expand our knowledge on handling peer pressure. To test this I have created a website in which participants will be sent to one of six videos. Each video will be identical, but three will have a username connected with them, while the other 3 will be anonymous. Then each 3 videos will have pre-generated positive, negative, and neutral comments. Participants will be asked to comment on their video. Participants' comments will be categorized as positive, negative, or neutral, and any relationship between the pre-generated comments and the participant comments will be analyzed.
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