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Abstract (250 words or less):

The purpose of this project was to find which grazing location, specifically the protein percentage of
the forage at that location, produced cattle with higher body condition scores. In turn, these cows
would raise a bigger and healthier calf to be weaned and sold in the fall creating a greater profit for the
rancher. Our question was “Does the type of field the cow is raised in affect the body score of the
cow?”. We then hypothesized that if the grass is high in protein, then the cattle will have a higher body
score.

The experiment involved collecting grass samples from three different locations and sending them to a
lab to be examined. The results were then emailed to us. After that, with the help of Dr. Brackett, we
identified the body score of 15 cows from each location and recorded our results. Later, we then
compared the results to each other.

The data collected did not support our hypothesis. These findings lead us to believe that the least
amount of protein correlated with the best animal health. We found that Pasture 2, which was a lush
irrigated pasture, had the most cows with best body scores, but had the lowest protein percentage.
Pasture 1 had the lowest body condition scores and the highest protein percentage and Pasture 3 was
in between. Pasture 1 and 3 were similar high desert mountainous grassland pastures.

We hereby certify that the above statements are correct and the information provided in the Abstract is the result of one
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